Response to the Fiji Sun

1. Japan has been hosting Japan-PIF Summit Meeting, better known as PALM Summit, every three years since 1997. As this year is such a year again, Japan will host the 5th Japan-PIF Summit Meeting or PALM 5 on May 22 and 23 in Hokkaido, the northern most island of Japan.

2. At the PALM 5, a number of issues will be discussed in order to identify how Japan and Pacific countries will work together in tackling various issues of mutual concern, including global warming and human resources development.

3. While, in November of 2008, Japan has informed all PIF countries of its intention to host PALM 5 on May 22 and 23 in Hokkaido, it has not yet issued official invitations to anybody. Such invitation will be conveyed in due course.

4. As far as Fiji’s political situation is concerned, Japan, as many other countries, wishes to see early return to democratic rule in Fiji. In this connection, we are following, with strong interest, the current political dialogue process. We have been encouraged by positive development at the last meeting of 13th March and hope to see further positive development at 3rd April meeting. Japan wishes to see that President’s Political Dialogue Forum will be launched without delay and hopes that all political stake holders will work hard in a constructive manner with a view to reaching early conclusions.

